National Hemp Association 1629 K Street, NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20006 Phone: (202-706-3911) www.nationalhempassociation.org

The Honorable Donald Trump
President of the United States of America
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
NW Washington, D.C. 20500
October 15, 2020
Re: Hemp Farming, Regulation, Research, Development, and Sustainability
Dear Mr. President:
The National Hemp Association, Standing Committee of Hemp Associations and other signatories to this
communication represent more than 75,000 farmers, processors, manufacturers, retailers and consumers. We
urgently request executive branch intervention to rescue hemp farmers, processors, manufacturers, ancillary
businesses, retailers and consumers facing irreparable harm due to overregulation by federal agencies.
We respectfully request executive action on each of the following to:
1. Delay implementation of the US Department of Agriculture (USDA) Interim Final Rule (IFR) on hemp until
31 December 2021 (protects 2021 crop through duration of harvest and pre-processing). This action would
allow eligible states, tribes and territories to operate under the 2014 Farm Bill, regardless of whether state
programs were created under the 2014 or the 2018 statute, until USDA and the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) can provide sufficient data necessary to support rulemaking and create a congruent path to mitigate
damage to hemp farmers caused by federal agencies. With the recent passage of HR 8319, Section 122,
Congress demonstrated it has lost faith in the ability of agencies to regulate the hemp industry effectively
within the spirit of the law. Congress limited itself to a half measure by employing the Budget Continuing
Resolution (CR) as a stopgap measure. We are most grateful to you and them for this meaningful show of
support. It is essential we insure hemp cultivation and processing do not fall under conflicting regulatory
regimes.
2. Authorize any state, tribe or territory not presently operating under the USDA 2014 hemp pilot program statute
blanket protection to do so until 31 December 2021. Additionally, growers in states, territories, or on tribal
lands, which have not applied to USDA for a pilot program charter may operate under the direct supervision of
USDA under the same guidelines established by the Agricultural Improvement Act of 2014.
3. Direct the Government Services Agency (GSA) to establish a Federal Advisory Committee (FACA) with all
resources necessary to provide advice and research with regard to the cultivation, processing, manufacturing,
and finished products stemming from the hemp industry. The purview of the FACA should extend to the
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following but not be limited to USDA, FDA, the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA), the Federal Trade
Commission (FTC), and the Department of Treasury.
4. Direct the Department of Justice (DOJ) to recognize this FACA committee as a “friend of the Court” and
authorize the FACA to be utilized in legal challenges to statute, rules, federal criminal cases, any other
regulatory or magisterial hearing or venue affecting the hemp industry.
5. Instruct the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) to refrain from regulating hemp derived products unless there is
clear and convincing evidence that both the spirit and the letter of the law are being violated with written
verification as such from the Attorney General of the United States. The reasoning is that neither hemp nor any
of its constituent compounds or derivatives are subject to scheduling under the Controlled Substances Act
(CSA) purposely, as indicated by you, Congress and the Courts on numerous occasions, separately and
concurrently.
6. Authorize the proposed hemp FACA committee to advise Congress and the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) with regard to research, contracted appropriations, tax incentives, quantifying carbon sequestration,
and inform the procurement of construction materials for use in improving government infrastructure.

BACKGROUND:
The potential of this crop for American farmers cannot be overstated. Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, financial
analysts forecasted the hemp industry could generate as much as $23 billion in economic activity by 2023. Hemp
produces value-added nutritional and wellness products, outperforms traditional materials for textiles, construction,
bioplastics, renewable fuels, paper, lubricants, and other fiber technologies. Hemp derived cannabinoids are useful but
only represent a tiny fraction of hemp products to stimulate a new era for sustainable, eco-friendly, American-based
manufacturing.
The pandemic poses an additional challenge to farmers and businesses as a result of inaccessible markets and unstable
global supply chains, which generally threaten American manufacturing and jobs. Hemp, with tens of thousands of
potential uses, presents an unprecedented opportunity to re-introduce a commodity to generate new revenue, reduce
dependence on critical foreign materials, and clean up the environment through economic development instead of
oppressive taxation on commerce.
During the Obama Administration, the 2014 Farm Bill brought desperately needed revitalization to rural and urban
economies by producing thousands of jobs in hemp-related agriculture, manufacturing, and retail. The 2018 Farm Bill
language further increased optimism for those in agriculture who have suffered disproportionately from decades of
unfavorable trade deals.
The intent of the Agricultural Improvement Act of 2018 has been misinterpreted through uninformed and arbitrary
IFRs which violate at least five of the seven planks of the USDA’s own mission statement. The primary problem with
creating rules for hemp is the systemic lack of experience due to its prohibition for eight decades. This is not entirely
the fault of regulators. The unintended consequences are the reason we are asking for your swift intervention. A FACA
Committee populated by leadership identified by this coalition, populated by experts with hands-on experience from
all segments of the hemp industry, would recommend tenable regulations to promote prosperity and fairness for
farmers and businesses, small and large alike.
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Farmers, the backbone of America, strongly oppose the DEA and USDA IFRs that deprive their ability to grow,
process, and sell finished goods. Further, they are having their constitutional presumption of innocence violated. Due
to these IFRs, hemp businesses have been put in financial jeopardy and are experiencing unnecessary fear in markets
because of the implied threat of unwarranted prosecution. Additionally, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA),
through neglecting to follow Administrative Procedures Act (APA) directives to introduce rules and provide a
comment period, has yet to provide a pathway for the use of hemp cannabinoids, derivatives and extracts for human
and animal consumption. For this reason, we are requesting you issue an Executive Order directing GSA to establish
this FACA committee so that hemp farmers, scientists, and manufacturers can inform and assist desperately needed
Congressional and Executive oversight of the various agencies.
RELEVANT EVENTS:
1. On 25 April 2017 you demonstrated strong leadership through your Presidential Executive Order 13790
(Promoting Agriculture and Rural Prosperity in America) by identifying ways to encourage our farmers to grow
critical fiber crops to support our nation’s essential, security needs. Despite Executive Branch efforts to aid
farmers with the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP), USDA ignored timely submitted data yet
neglected to include hemp in its list of commodity crops.
2. On 31 October 2019, USDA published its IFR. In the IFR, USDA exceeded its statutory authority by redefining
hemp (See Senator Merkley/Wyden Letter attached). This new definition is scientifically untenable and
financially unbearable, given more than 90% of the pool of existing hemp genetics do not meet the new IFR
definition for hemp.
3. On 20 August 2020, DEA published their IFR related to the Agricultural Improvement Act of 2018. The IFR
proposed by DEA would effectively criminalize the processing necessary to create Farm Bill compliant hemp
cannabinoids, derivatives, and extracts. The 2018 Farm Bill has no reference to DEA and expressly disallows
any interference in interstate commerce by the agency.
4. On 28 September 2020, USDA published CFAP 2 relief funding, after receiving an additional $14 billion in
stimulus funding. USDA included hemp crops for a minimal $15 per acre for a crop costing $5000 or more per
acre to plant, harvest, cure and prep for processing.
5. Presently, FDA has not established a pathway for the use of hemp cannabinoids, derivatives, and extracts in
food, cosmetics, and dietary supplements. FDA also has not issued a ruling on Generally Recognized As Safe
(GRAS) status for consumable hemp. This inaction is despite the $6 million dollars of additional funding
awarded to FDA to accomplish this task.
CONCLUSION:
It is our position that the above-mentioned agency rulings, or lack thereof, demonstrates a lack of understanding of the
hemp plant and the processes necessary to create finished products. Further, the exclusion of USDA, FSA, and SBA
financial assistance demonstrates prejudicial discrimination against the hemp industry. For these reasons we further
request you issue an Executive Order directing the Government Services Administrations (GSA) to promptly establish
a FACA committee to provide the desperately needed oversight and expertise to address the thousands of comments
received by agencies.
Mr. President, we respectfully request a meeting between White House staff, the Office of Regulatory Affairs (OIRA),
and our leadership prior to the publication of the Final Rule on hemp into the CFR. Given the lack of response to
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comments by the agencies engaged in regulating the hemp industry, we feel the conclusion of the executive branch and
the OIRA will be to establish the FACA committee and delay the implementation of the IFR for one year. Your
Executive action would thwart litigation and benefit all American farmers and other impacted parties. We come to you
as the signer of the Agricultural Improvement Act of 2018, which has provided the American farmer, manufacturer and
entrepreneur with the opportunity to build a new economy developed around the hemp crop, and request you again use
your signature to move our recommendations forward.
cc:

Mark Meadows, White House Chief of Staff
Attorney General William Barr, United States Department of Justice
Secretary Sonny Perdue, United States Department of Agriculture
Secretary Steve Mnuchin, United States Department of the Treasury

Respectfully,

Geoffrey W. Whaling
Chair, National Hemp Association (NHA), NHA is a non-profit corporation, based in Washington D.C., dedicated to
the development of the domestic hemp industry. This goal will be attained by coordinating legislation, agricultural
organizations, farmers, processors, manufacturers, and retailers.

The NHA Standing Committee of State Associations (SCOSA) represents directly or indirectly virtually every hemp farmer and related business in America today.
Our associations have paid members in California, Washington, Oregon, Nevada, Arizona, Montana, North Dakota, Colorado, Nebraska, Kansas, Minnesota, Iowa,
Wisconsin, Michigan, Ohio, Texas, Kentucky, Tennessee, Florida, Indiana, Virginia, Georgia and Connecticut. In addition, NHA covers all fifty states as well as
many tribes, territories and international interests. As leaders in the hemp industry with regards to state-level policy and business development, it is fair to say we
collectively represent more than 90% of hemp farmers and acres grown.

Co-Authors and Supporters

Joe Kirkpatrick, Co-Author, Chair, NHA Standing
Committee of Hemp Associations, President, Tennessee Growers Coalition (Section 527 State Political Action
Committee), Past President (2017-2019) TNHIA, now, Hemp Alliance of Tennessee (HAT), former Director, HIA,
2019 HIA Advocate of the Year, and chief hemp industry policy architect in Tennessee (2016-present).

Paul Higgs, Author, Policy Advisor to the Chair, NHA Standing Committee of
Hemp Associations, President/Co-owner TBF Farms, USMC Veteran, Former owner, NWTS Engineering, a registered
PE firm in TX/LA, Policy Advisor to Tennessee Growers Coalition
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Wayne Richman, Co-Author, Executive Director, California Hemp
Association, Chair, California Hemp Foundation, Member NHA Standing Committee of Hemp Associations The
California Hemp Foundation is a non-profit sponsor of research in hemp agronomy and materials science in
collaboration with universities such as UC Davis and UC Riverside and other organizations.

Coleman Hemphill, Co-Author, President, Texas Hemp Industries
Association (TXHIA). HIA 2015 Activist of the Year, President and Co-Founder of Texagon LLC, Senior Advisor to
Ionization Labs (NASDA and AOAC member). Member NHA Standing Committee of Hemp Associations

Supporting Member Organization Representatives

Samantha Walsh, Founder, Tetra Public Affairs, Co-Founder, National
Hemp Association, Vice-President, Colorado Hemp Industries Association (COHIA), Member NHA Standing
Committee of Hemp Associations She is the lead hemp policy expert in Colorado. She pioneered the first, legal set of
hemp regulations in America and collaborates with many agricultural and hemp advocacy organizations globally.

Jamie Campbell Petty, Co-Founder, Executive Director, Midwest Hemp
Council, Founder, Indiana Hemp Industries Association (INHIA), Member NHA Standing Committee of Hemp
Associations.
Frederick Cawthon, President Hemp Alliance of Tennessee (HAT), formerly
TNHIA, Member NHA Standing Committee of Hemp Associations. He holds a Masters in Business Administration
from Tennessee State University and has been active in the hemp industry commerce and advocacy since 2016.

Jeff Greene, Founder, Executive Director, Florida Hemp Council (FLHC),
Representing all channels of the state’s economic engine, from farmers to retailers, and everyone in-between to help
everyone stay connected to each other.
Andrew Bish, President, Bish Enterprises, President, Nebraska Hemp Industries
Association (NEHIA), Director, Colorado Hemp Industries Association (COHIA), Former Director, Hemp Industries
Association, Member NHA Standing Committee of Hemp Associations, Vice-President, Hemp Feed Coalition
Joe Hickey, President, Halcyon Holdings, Director, Kentucky Hemp Association
(KYHA), Member NHA Standing Committee of Hemp Associations. He advocated and pioneered the reintroduction
of hemp into the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
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Marcus Grignon, Campaign Manager, Hempstead Project Heart, Founded by
legendary Santee Sioux poet, philosopher and recording artist John Trudell, Hempstead Project HEART is a vehicle to
redevelop thriving hemp economies that connect tribal, urban, and rural communities.

Randall Ware, Executive Director, Indian Country Agriculture and Resource Development (ICARD).

Niki Vandenburgh, Co-Founder, Native Network Consulting, a Native owned company
dedicated to Tribal innovation and success in the hemp industry. The company is forging paths under the 2018 Farm
Bill and assisting Tribal governments to scale hemp farming and processing operations on Tribal lands.

David Politis, Co-Founder, CEO, Association of Hemp Associations of Utah.

Tate Hall, President, Kentucky Hemp Association (KYHA).

Willard Tillman, Executive Director, Oklahoma Black Historical Research Project, Inc.: Oklahoma Black Historical
Research Project, Inc is a non-profit that works with rural farmers and ranchers to enhance their survival to stay on the
family farm and promotes economic development in rural areas. http://www.obhrpi.org/

Lorette Picciano, Executive Director, Rural Coalition: The Rural Coalition
has served as a voice of African American, American Indian, Asian-American, EuroAmerican and Latino farmers, farmworkers, and rural communities in the United States. Rural Coalition works with
our over 50 grassroots member organizations to build a just and sustainable food system that brings fair returns to
small farmers and ranchers, and tribal and rural communities.

Rudy Arredondo, President, National Latino Farmers, National Latino Farmers and Ranchers Trade Association is
dedicated to organize, engage, and empower Latino farm and ranching advocacy groups, farmworkers transitioning
into farm ownership, and small producers throughout the United States.
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John Zippert, Alabama State Association of Cooperatives, Alabama State Association of Cooperatives is the State
member of the Federation of Southern Cooperatives Land Assistance Fund, a non-profit cooperative association
of black farmers, landowners, and cooperatives.

Willie Booker, President, Rural Advancement Fund of the National
Sharecroppers Fund, Inc: RAF works with minority and small disadvantaged farmers in North and South Carolina.
Rob Richard, President, Wisconsin Hemp Alliance, The Wisconsin Hemp Alliance
is an association of hemp seed and clone suppliers, growers, processors, retailers, and consumers engaging in
advocacy, education, and promotion of hemp and hemp products. Our goals are to remove legal barriers at the state
and federal level to allow this industry to flourish and to create a platform for collaboration among its participants.

Erica Stark, Director, Pennsylvania Hemp Industry Council, Executive Director,
National Hemp Association (NHA)
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LEGISLATIVE REFERENCES:
Introduced in House (09/04/2020)

116TH CONGRESS
2D SESSION

H. R. 8179
To make hemp, cannabidiol derived from hemp, and any other ingredient derived from hemp lawful for use under
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act as a dietary ingredient in a dietary supplement, and for other
purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
SEPTEMBER 4, 2020
Mr. SCHRADER (for himself and Mr. GRIFFITH) introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce

A BILL
To make hemp, cannabidiol derived from hemp, and any other ingredient derived from hemp lawful for use under
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act as a dietary ingredient in a dietary supplement, and for other
purposes.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress
assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the “Hemp and Hemp-Derived CBD Consumer Protection and Market
Stabilization Act of 2020”.
SEC. 2. USE OF HEMP AND CANNABIDIOL DERIVED FROM HEMP AS DIETARY INGREDIENT.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date that is 90 days after the date of enactment of this Act,
notwithstanding section 201(ff)(3)(B) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C.
321(ff)(3)(B)), hemp, cannabidiol derived from hemp, and any other ingredient derived from hemp shall be
lawful for use under the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 301 et seq.) as a dietary
ingredient in a dietary supplement, provided that such dietary supplement complies with—
(1) the requirements for a dietary supplement which contains a new dietary ingredient in section 413 of
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 350b); and
(2) all other applicable requirements for a dietary supplement in the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic
Act (21 U.S.C. 301 et seq.) and the Fair Packaging and Labeling Act (15 U.S.C. 1451 et seq.).
(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
(1) DIETARY SUPPLEMENT.—The term “dietary supplement” has the meaning given such term in
section 201 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 321).
(2) HEMP.—The term “hemp” has the meaning given such term in section 297A of the Agricultural
Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1639o).
(3) NEW DIETARY INGREDIENT.—The term “new dietary ingredient” has the meaning given such
term in section 413 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 350b).

Introduced in House (01/13/2020)

116th CONGRESS
2d Session

H. R. 5587
To amend the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act with respect to the regulation of hemp-derived
cannabidiol and hemp-derived cannabidiol containing substances.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
January 13, 2020
Mr. Peterson (for himself, Mr. Comer, Ms. Pingree, and Mr. Massie) introduced the following bill; which
was referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on
Agriculture, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned
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A BILL
To amend the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act with respect to the regulation of hemp-derived
cannabidiol and hemp-derived cannabidiol containing substances.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress
assembled,
SECTION 1. REGULATION OF HEMP-DERIVED CANNABIDIOL AND HEMP-DERIVED
CANNABIDIOL CONTAINING SUBSTANCES.
(a) Inclusion In Definition Of Dietary Supplement.—Section 201(ff)(3)(B) of the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 321(ff)(3)(B)) is amended in each of clauses (i) and (ii) by inserting
“(other than hemp-derived cannabidiol or a hemp-derived cannabidiol containing substance)” after “an
article”.
(b) Prohibited Act.—Section 301(ll) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C.
331(ll)) is amended by inserting “(other than hemp-derived cannabidiol or a hemp-derived cannabidiol
containing substance)” after “public”.
SEC. 2. MARKETABILITY STUDY AND REPORT.
(a) Study.—The Secretary of Agriculture, in consultation with other relevant Federal and State
agencies, shall complete a study on the market and regulatory barriers for producers operating under the
domestic hemp production program specified in part 990 of title 7, Code of Federal Regulations (as in
effect on the date of enactment of this Act).
(b) Contents Of Study.—The study under subsection (a) shall include—
(1) the costs and requirements for establishing and operating a hemp testing program,
including the costs and requirements for operating or contracting with a laboratory approved by the
Drug Enforcement Agency;
(2) the costs and requirements for the destruction of hemp crops determined to be in excess of
0.3 percent delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol or opportunities for remediation or alternative uses;
(3) the feasibility of producer compliance with sampling timetables;
(4) the feasibility of producer compliance with reporting requirements; and
(5) other known or potential challenges by the participation of States or producers in the
domestic hemp production program.
(c) Report.—Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
submit a report on the study described in this section to the Committee on Agriculture of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Senate.
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Introduced in House (07/09/2019)
116TH CONGRESS
1ST SESSION

H. R. 3652
To provide for the study and promotion of hemp.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
JULY 9, 2019
Ms. GABBARD introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture, and in addition to the
Committees on Education and Labor, Small Business, Armed Services, Energy and Commerce, Financial Services,
and Veterans' Affairs, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned

A BILL
To provide for the study and promotion of hemp.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress
assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the “Hemp for Victory Act of 2019”.
SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS.
The table of contents for this Act is as follows:
Sec. 1. Short title.
Sec. 2. Table of contents.
Sec. 3. Hemp defined.
Sec. 4. Studies and reports by the Secretary of Agriculture.
Sec. 5. Department of Health and Human Services.
Sec. 6. Small Business Administration.
Sec. 7. Department of Defense.
Sec. 8. Department of Labor.
Sec. 9. Environmental Protection Agency.
Sec. 10. Department of Housing and Urban Development.
Sec. 11. Department of Veterans Affairs research on safety and efficacy of hemp extracts and isolates for veterans with certain medical
conditions.

SEC. 3. HEMP DEFINED.
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In this Act, the term “hemp” has the meaning given such term in section 297A of the Agricultural Marketing
Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1639o).
SEC. 4. STUDIES AND REPORTS BY THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE.
(a) COMPETITIVE LAND-GRANT COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting through the Director of the National Institute of Food and
Agriculture, shall carry out a grant program under which the Secretary shall make grants to land-grant
colleges or universities (as defined in section 1404 of the National Agricultural Research, Extension, and
Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3103)) to conduct research on establishing hemp as a domestic
agricultural commodity.
(2) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act, and annually thereafter,
the Secretary, acting through the Director of the National Institute of Food and Agriculture, shall—
(A) submit a report to Congress that includes—
(i) the grants awarded under paragraph (1) in the prior year; and
(ii) the results of the research conducted pursuant to such grants; and
(B) make such report publicly available on the website of the Department.
(b) STUDY AND REPORT ON NUTRITIONAL BENEFITS OF FOOD, DRINK, AND SUPPLEMENTS PRODUCED
FROM HEMP.—
(1) STUDY.—The Secretary, acting through the Administrator of the Food and Nutrition Service, shall
conduct a study on the foods, drinks, and supplements produced from hemp-based or hemp-blended
products, including—
(A) the nutritional value of such foods, drinks, and supplements; and
(B) the nutritional benefits derived from such foods, drinks, and supplements, including digestible
protein, essential fatty acid, and allergen content.
(2) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
submit a report to Congress that includes the results of the study conducted under paragraph (1) and make
such report publicly available on the website of the Department.
(c) STUDY AND REPORT ON USE OF FOOD, DRINK, AND SUPPLEMENTS PRODUCED FROM INDUSTRIAL
HEMP IN CERTAIN PUBLIC SCHOOL MEAL PROGRAMS.—
(1) STUDY.—The Secretary, in coordination with the Secretary of Education, shall conduct a study on
the foods, drinks, and supplements produced from hemp, including—
(A) the nutritional value of such foods, drinks, and supplements; and
(B) the potential to use such foods, drinks, and supplements as low-cost healthy alternatives to other
foods, drinks, and supplements served under the free or reduced price school lunch program under the
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.) and the free or reduced price school
breakfasts under the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1771 et seq.).
(2) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
submit a report to Congress that includes the results of the study conducted under paragraph (1) and make
such report publicly available on the website of the Department.
(d) REPORTS ON POTENTIAL USE OF HEMP-BASED PRODUCTS.—
(1) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary,
in consultation with the heads of other executive agencies (as defined in section 102 of title 31, United States
Code), including the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency and the Secretary of Defense,
shall—
(A) determine which items procured by the Federal Government, or items used by contractors or
subcontractors at any tier, can be substituted for a hemp-based product; and
(B) submit to Congress a report containing a list of such items.
(2) COST-BENEFIT ANALYSIS REPORT.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the report under paragraph (1) is submitted to
Congress, the Secretary, acting through the appropriate agricultural research agency heads, shall—
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(i) conduct a cost-benefit analysis of substituting a hemp-based product for each item listed in such
report; and
(ii) submit a report to Congress on the result of such cost-benefit analysis.
(B) APPROPRIATE AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH AGENCY HEADS.—In this paragraph, the term
“appropriate agricultural research agency heads” means the Administrator of the Economic Research
Service, the Director of the National Institute of Food and Agriculture, the Administrator of the Agricultural
Research Service, and the Administrator of the National Agricultural Statistics Service.
(3) UPDATE OF HEMP REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the report under paragraph (2) is
submitted to Congress, the Secretary shall, using the information described in subparagraph (A)(ii) of such
paragraph, update the report of the Department entitled “Industrial Hemp in the United States: Status and
Market Potential” and dated January, 2000.
(4) PUBLICATION OF REPORTS.—The Secretary shall make the reports required under paragraphs
(1) through (3) publicly available on the website of the Department.
(e) FOREST SERVICE REPORT.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act, Secretary, acting
through the Chief of the Forest Service, shall—
(A) conduct a study to determine the potential for hemp to be used for the purposes of soil erosion
control and as a windscreen; and
(B) shall submit a report to Congress that includes the results of the study required under subparagraph
(A).
(2) PUBLICATION OF REPORT.—The Secretary shall make the report required under paragraph
(1)(B) publicly available on the website of the Department.
(f) ORGANIC GUIDANCE.—The Secretary, acting through the Administrator of the Agricultural Research
Service and in consultation with the Administrator of the Agricultural Marketing Service, shall provide
guidance and information regarding the cultivation of hemp in accordance with the guidelines of the national
organic program established under the Organic Foods Production Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 6501 et seq.) to each
State that permits the growth or cultivation of organic hemp under the laws of the State.
(g) HIGH-PRIORITY RESEARCH.—Section 1672(d) of the Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade
Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 5925(d)) is amended by adding at the end the following new paragraph:
“(21) HEMP.—Research and extension grants may be made under this section for the purposes of
developing and disseminating science-based tools and treatments to combat noxious species (such as insects
and weeds) that could impact hemp farms and establishing an areawide integrated pest management program
for areas that could be affected by, or areas at risk of, being affected by the noxious species.”.
(h) HEMP ECONOMIC IMPACT.—Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall update the study entitled “Industrial Hemp in the United States: Status and Market Potential”
published by the Economic Research Service to include data, information, and analysis with respect to—
(1) the quantity of hemp imported, its cost, country of origin, and the country from which it is imported;
(2) the quantity of hemp cultivated in the United States, for what purposes the hemp is cultivated, and
where the hemp is distributed and for what purposes; and
(3) the projected amount of money to be generated from domestic growth and sales of hemp and the
impact of such sales on the national economy.
(i) AGRICULTURAL HEALTH AND SAFETY STANDARDS STUDY AND REPORT.—
(1) STUDY.—The Secretary, acting through the Administrator of the Agricultural Research Service, in
consultation with the Secretary of Health and Human Services, the Director of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, and the Commissioner of Food and Drugs, shall—
(A) conduct a study that examines the use and presence of agricultural chemicals and pathogens in
consummable hemp products, including therapeutic, ingestible, and other hemp-based or hemp-blended
products and the impact of such use and presence on the health and safety of consumers of such products;
and
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(B) in conducting such study, use data generated from the Pesticide Data Program of the Agricultural
Marketing Service.
(2) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall—
(A) submit to Congress a report that includes—
(i) the results of the study conducted under paragraph (1); and
(ii) recommendations, as applicable, to nullify the impacts of pathogens and agricultural chemicals on
the products described in subparagraph (A) of such paragraph; and
(B) make such report publicly available on the website of the Department.
(3) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:
(A) AGRICULTURAL CHEMICAL.—The term “agricultural chemical” means an insecticide,
pesticide, herbicide, fungicide, or other chemical product used in agriculture.
(B) PATHOGEN.—The term “pathogen” means a mold, mildew, fungus, yeast, virus, or other
microorganism that can cause disease or illness.
(j) INCLUSION IN CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE.—Section 2(a) of the Census of Agriculture Act of 1997 (7
U.S.C. 2204g(a)) is amended by adding at the end the following:
“(3) INCLUSION OF HEMP.—Effective beginning with the census of agriculture required to be
conducted in 2008, the Secretary shall conduct as part of each census of agriculture a census of hemp (as
defined in section 297A of the Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1639o)).”.
(k) BIOPREFERRED PROGRAM.—Section 9001(4)(A) of the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of
2002 (7 U.S.C. 8101(4)(A)) is amended by inserting “hemp (as defined in section 297A of the Agricultural
Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1639o)),” after “chemicals,”.
(l) CULTIVATION OF HEMP AS A COMMODITY.—Section 1672(d) of the Food, Agriculture,
Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 5925(d)), as amended by subsection (g), is further amended
by adding at the end the following new paragraph:
“(22) CULTIVATION AND USE OF HEMP.—Research and extension grants may be made under this
section for the purposes of developing and disseminating research-based information regarding the
cultivation and use of hemp (as defined in section 297A of the Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C.
1639o)) as a commodity, including by issuing production guidance for underserved and rural communities
and providing technical assistance with respect to any such grant.”.
(m) MARKET DATA.—The Secretary acting through the Agricultural Resource Management Survey, and
in collaboration with the Economic Research Service and the National Agricultural Statistics Service, shall
include hemp production in all publications in which data from such Survey are used and in outreach toolkits
issued by such Survey.
(n) BUFFER ZONES.—The Secretary shall submit to Congress a report on the Secretary’s
recommendations on how to best establish buffer zones between hemp and marijuana farms for purposes of
preventing cross-pollination between such plants.
(o) SUN GRANTS.—Section 7526(c) of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C.
8114(c)) is amended—
(1) in paragraph (1)(B), by inserting before the period at the end the following: “, including with respect
to the production of hemp (as defined in section 297A of the Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C.
1639o))”; and
(2) in paragraph (3)—
(A) in subparagraph (A), by inserting before the semicolon at the end the following: “, including with
respect to the production of hemp (as defined in section 297A of the Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 (7
U.S.C. 1639o))”; and
(B) in subparagraph (b), by inserting before the period at the end the following: “, including with
respect to the production of hemp (as defined in section 297A of the Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 (7
U.S.C. 1639o))”.
(p) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
(1) SECRETARY.—The term “Secretary” means the Secretary of Agriculture.
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(2) DEPARTMENT.—The term “Department” means the Department of Agriculture.
SEC. 5. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES.
(a) HEALTH AND SAFETY OF CONSUMERS.—
(1) STUDY.—The Secretary of Health and Human Services acting through the Director of the National
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (in this subsection referred to as the “Secretary”) shall conduct a
study that examines—
(A) the presence of pathogens in hemp-based and hemp-blended products; and
(B) the impact of that presence on the health and safety of consumers of such products.
(2) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall—
(A) submit to Congress a report on the results of the study conducted under paragraph (1), including
recommendations for nullifying any negative impacts of pathogens in hemp-based and hemp-blended
products on the health and safety of consumers of the products; and
(B) make such report publicly available on the website of the Department of Health and Human
Services.
(3) PATHOGEN DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term “pathogen” means a mold, mildew, fungus,
yeast, virus, or other microorganism that can cause disease or illness.
(b) HEMP HEALTH CARE COMMODITIES.—
(1) STUDY.—The Secretary of Health and Human Services shall identify and conduct a study on
commodities purchased by the health care industry for which hemp-based and hemp-blended products may
be substituted, including—
(A) materials and equipment (such as bedding, curtains, uniforms, building materials, body care
supplies, and industrial cleaning supplies) used in health care delivery settings (including hospitals, clinics,
and health centers); and
(B) materials and equipment used to create, store, or administer prescription drugs and durable medical
equipment.
(2) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Health
and Human Services shall—
(A) submit to the Congress a report on the results of the study conducted under paragraph (1); and
(B) make such report publicly available on the website of the Department of Health and Human
Services.
SEC. 6. SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION.
(a) STUDY.—The Administrator of the Small Business Administration shall develop a guidance manual
to provide information on programs for persons who seek to start up a small business concern (as defined in
section 3 of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632)) in the hemp industry. Such guidance manual shall
include a specific focus on persons who seek to establish such a small business concern owned and
controlled by a Native Hawaiian Organization (as defined in section 8(a)(15) of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 637(a)(15))), an Indian tribe (as defined in section 8(a)(13) of such Act (15 U.S.C. 637(a)(13))), or a
veteran (as defined in section 3(q)(4) of such Act (15 U.S.C. 632(q)(4))).
(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Administrator shall—
(1) submit to Congress the manual developed under subsection (a); and
(2) make such manual publicly available on the website of the Small Business Administration.
SEC. 7. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.
(a) PROCUREMENT OF HEMP-BASED OR HEMP-BLENDED PRODUCTS.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to Congress a report containing a list
of items procured by the Department of Defense for which a hemp-based or hemp-blended product could be
substituted.
(b) USE OF HEMP AND HEMP-DERIVED PRODUCTS.—Not later than 1 year after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to Congress a report on the effect of using hemp
and hemp-derived products, including hemp extracts and isolates such as cannabidiol, on military
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preparedness with respect to the preparedness, physical health, mental health, and safety of members of the
Armed Forces.
(c) USE OF HEMP EXTRACTS AND ISOLATES AS HEALTH SUPPLEMENTS.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to Congress a report on the viability
of using hemp extracts and isolates such as cannabidiol as an alternative to current health supplements—
(1) for members of the Armed Forces, including with respect to members deployed in support of a
contingency operation, and how such use addresses the preparedness, physical health, mental health, and
safety of the members; and
(2) for members serving on active duty and members not serving on active duty who are diagnosed with
post-traumatic stress disorder, chronic pain, depression, anxiety, and other illnesses and injuries.
(d) USE OF HEMP FOR SITE CLEANUP.—Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to Congress a report on the use of plants that have hyperaccumulatory
and phytoremediation capabilities, such as hemp, to clear contaminants from or related to nuclear sites and
heavy metal contamination, including contamination by arsenic, lead, mercury, copper, chromium, and
nickel, and other related toxic areas, including for contaminants in soil, water, and air.
(e) USE OF HEMP-BASED OR HEMP-BLENDED FOODS, DRINKS, AND SUPPLEMENTS.—Not later than 1
year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to Congress a report on
the viability of using hemp-based and hemp-blended products as foods, drinks, and supplements for
Members of the Armed Forces, including with respect to—
(1) Members deployed in support of a contingency operation; and
(2) how such use would address physical and mental health and military preparedness.
(f) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Secretary shall make each report required by this section publicly
available on an internet website of the Department pursuant to section 122a of title 10, United States Code.
SEC. 8. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR.
(a) LABOR STANDARDS.—
(1) The Secretary of Labor, acting through the Assistant Secretary of Labor for the Occupational Safety
and Health, shall create a report on the application of relevant provisions of Federal law, including the laws
listed in paragraph (3), for the purpose of providing information to the Federal Government and to State
governments in States where the cultivation of hemp is legal to ensure the health and safety of individuals
working in the hemp industry.
(2) Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Labor shall submit
to Congress and make publicly available on the website of the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration the report created under paragraph (1).
(3) The statutes referred to in paragraph (1) are the following:
(A) The Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 201 et seq.).
(B) The Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970 (29 U.S.C. 651 et seq.).
(C) The Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 (29 U.S.C. 2601 et seq.).
(D) Subchapter IV of chapter 31 of title 40, United States Code (commonly known as the Davis-Bacon
Act).
(E) The Migrant and Seasonal Agricultural Worker Protection Act (29 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.).
(b) FAIR WAGE STANDARDS.—
(1) The Secretary of Labor, acting through the Assistant Secretary of Labor for the Occupational Safety
and Health, shall create a report on the application of relevant provisions of Federal law, including the Fair
Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 201 et seq.), for the purpose of providing information to the Federal
Government and to State governments in States where the cultivation of hemp is legal to ensure the fair,
equitable, and proper treatment of individuals working in the hemp industry for purposes of providing
information to the Federal Government and in States where cultivation of hemp is legal.
(2) Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Labor shall submit
to Congress and make publicly available on the website of the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration the report created under paragraph (1).
SEC. 9. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY.
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(a) ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT AND LAND CONSERVATION.—
(1) STUDY.—The Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (in this Act referred to as the
“Administrator”) shall conduct a study on the effects of cultivating hemp within agriculture, focusing on the
use of hemp—
(A) to control weeds and invasive flora;
(B) to reduce the ecological footprint;
(C) to detoxify carbon dioxide and related harmful gases;
(D) to prevent soil erosion; and
(E) to provide nutritional effects on agricultural land after cultivation.
(2) REPORT.—The Administrator shall—
(A) not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this Act, submit to the Congress a report on the
results of the study under paragraph (1); and
(B) make such report and any successor reports publicly available on the website of the Environmental
Protection Agency.
(b) WATER IMPURITY.—
(1) STUDY.—The Administrator shall conduct a study on the use of hemp to clear impurities in water,
including wastewater, focusing on such use regarding—
(A) drinking water contamination;
(B) sewage effluent; and
(C) post-disaster relief (or pre-disaster mitigation) to clear impurities from farm animal waste, such as
in the case of a hurricane causing the overflow of farm animal waste.
(2) REPORT.—The Administrator shall—
(A) not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this Act, submit to the Congress a report on the
results of the study under paragraph (1); and
(B) make such report and any successor reports publicly available on the website of the Environmental
Protection Agency.
(c) BIODEGRADABILITY AND PLASTIC ALTERNATIVE STUDY.—
(1) STUDY.—The Administrator shall conduct a study, as appropriate identifying and building upon
previous studies, on synthetic polymer-based plastic products that can be replaced with hemp-based plastic
products, including study of—
(A) the effects of such replacement on reducing landfill waste and ocean pollution; and
(B) the biodegradability of synthetic polymer-based plastic as compared to hemp-based plastic products.
(2) REPORT.—The Administrator shall—
(A) not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this Act, submit to the Congress a report on the
results of the study under paragraph (1); and
(B) make such report and any successor reports publicly available on the website of the Environmental
Protection Agency.
SEC. 10. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT.
(a) STUDY.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Department of Housing and Urban Development shall study
the use of hemp as it relates to affordable and sustainable housing.
(2) HEMPCRETE.—Such study shall evaluate and make recommendations about the use of hempcrete
as insulation, with a focus on combustibility, vapor permeability, thermal regulation, humidity regulation,
mold resistance, pest resistance, wind resistance, durability, sustainability, and cost.
(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the
Department of Housing and Urban Development shall—
(1) submit to the Congress a report on the results of the study conducted under subsection (a); and
(2) make such report publicly available on the website of the Department of Housing and Urban
Development.
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SEC. 11. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS RESEARCH ON SAFETY AND EFFICACY OF
HEMP EXTRACTS AND ISOLATES FOR VETERANS WITH CERTAIN MEDICAL
CONDITIONS.
(a) RESEARCH.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs, in consultation with the Commissioner of Food and
Drugs, shall carry out scientific and medical research into the safety and efficacy of the use of hemp extracts
and isolates, including cannabidiol, by veterans diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder, chronic pain,
depression, anxiety, and other illnesses and injuries determined by the Secretary.
(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to Congress, and make publicly available on a website of the Department, a report
describing the plan of the Secretary to implement the requirement under subsection (a).
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